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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B.C. 


“March 24, 1942 16234 
rs Coffoy ' 
tr. Hendon | 

SJT ‘ Br . Wr. Holtoman 
MEMORANDUM F OR THE DIRECTOR Mr, Quinn Tamm See 
} Mr. Harbo : 
Ba Talo. Noon . ‘ 
; Mr, Noagzo : 


. The Executive Conference was advised by Mr. Tracy of a. eaees 
Suggestion by Messrs. Appel and Stanley of the Laboratory thas LosBer Wate. coe 
wtanufacturersthroughout the country be required to use a set me 
Forma aK ‘materials mixed with their owm ingredients, the formla to | 
be so adjusted that it will produce one of two results, i.e., (1) expose , 
eny attempt to use secret ink;. (2) enable development of any secret ink 
_ by uniform tests. They point out tha good paper must be difficult 
rv, to secure in Europe for the reason that spies have been directed to 
: bring back to Europe a supply of such paper. 


fr sme on 


: The Conference, consisting of Messrs. Tolson, Tamm, Clegg, 

- Ladd, Glavin, Nichols » Q- Tamm, Carson, Hendon, Hince and Tracy, were 
unanimously of the opinion thet the suggestion was impractical because 
of its magnitude. 


Respectfully, 


For the Conference . “ 
oe | : 
4 ye 


Clyde Tolson nae 
Chairman 
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2s tae bes 
ree ety “eepapad, purl | "sfstraarton | Soe: es 
| Date de ae wt eet, LOBE 
ia serene act a ENERO 
TOs Mr. Q. Tamm 
Mr. Bngert With reference to Appel and 
Mr. Potter Stanley's suggestion requiring 
Mr. Bowles paper manufacturers to use@certain - 
Mr. Buckley formula, the Conference was 
i Mr. Hallett unanimously of the opinion it was 
Mr. Saux not practical. With reference to 
° Mr. O'Melia the second and third suggestions 
____Mr. Assmus as to Gensorship insisting that 
a Quinn only certain types of paper and 
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envelopes will be permitted for 
mail, going to foreign countries 

and that paper and envelopes — 

used by our own government could 

be specially prepared, it is 
suggested ‘that they .be more 
specific ds tc how this could be : 
done from the Precelens standpoint. , 


ST ‘ 
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please. Handle 
___ Post 
eee COKrrec, - : 
___.. Re-write 
__Re-date — 
___ See me 
_._ Send file 
_... Note and return 
___ Initial ; ; 
_. Please sign 
epecoset filing, 
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Bederal Bursa of Investigation 


~~ Mr. Nlohots 
Untied States Department of Justice ae me 
Washitgtor, A. CG. 
: April 1, 1942 hires, 17 
CAA:IG ’ : Mr. Mende 
; > Mir. Holloman ‘ 
wee - : MEMORANDUM FOR WR. COFFEY Mr. Quinn Tamm 


ened 


Me. Harbo i 
Tete, Room 


Mr. Wease ‘s H 
The mere slip attached, stating the Conference 
believes the suggestion regarding control of manufacturing of paper 
impractical, asks that more specific information be given from the 
practical standpoint, as to how thaterial used in mail going to foreign. * 
destinations may be eontrolLed so as to secure desired results regarding: 
use of invisible ink. 


: 


Miss Beahm 


Miss Gandy" 


Se aed 


There are_ of ‘course various,ways, such as through: laws, 
. governmental regulation or practical restrictién, compelling.or tending to 
éause the selection of gmecial papers. - There doesn't appear to be any great — 
diffieulty facing means taken to regulate, prevent or control aimpropé 
of the mails in war time, _Gertainly the regulations governingéensorship, 
. ‘prohibit attempts to defeat observation of the contents ‘of Letters, ‘such as : 
use of invisible ink, So that such use renders the piece’ subject to con= i 
demnation,, at least. Why it doesn't also provide punishment. for. the- attempt ee 
‘would séem silly if this is so, but certainly means -to enforce Ways.of bebbering es 
the, éensorship tests applied to a piece, are not lackifig, andif properly 
Sponsored and arranged would not cause any unjustified hardship ‘or expéiise or 
inconvenience, This naturally is a.matter for the consideration of those. 
charged with drafting the laws, regulations and methods ‘adopted for current. 
use. Consideration of the idea does not seem to necessitate. the. proffer: of: 
drafts. of such statutes. The use of the so called "Air mai 
waterials would seem to- indicate how use of particular mite 


seéuited by compulsion of meéexely ‘by inducenent.  .ooRDEO,” 


As to details of the oe resent ce = 
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ay, purpose being dependent on experiments to. be"-cons - 
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‘Page Two 
Memorandum for Mr, Tracy 
is already on the market and if specified for use in letters and envelopes to be 
sent abroad would go a long way toward eliminating the-use of secret ink, ‘ 
5 . t 
With reference to permitting (not preventing) thé-use of. 
. Secret ink yet by regulation requiring the use of paper such as - invariably , 
expose such use -by uniform tests » the details of such a project concern from. 
» the practical standpoint, experinients with papers to produce the results de- ' 
Ssireds Until the results desired are known no such details are possible and 
fas a practical matter such. required paper should be periodically changed to, 
anticipate counter measutes, ' 
, German spies, desiring bed results with invisible ink, | 
y now are instrueted to'select certain kinds of papers.. Thesé have a rough : 
‘surface, are absorbent, arid when held to the light present an appearance of 
, non-uniformity of grain which is ‘exactly the kind of appearance given by- 
invisible ink on other papers. It is only necessary to withdraw ‘use of such : 
‘Select papers to prevent this optimum advantage being given the spy. In other ; 
Words, the’ regulation could enable the rejection or confiscation of all letters 
iwrpitten on such paper. ; : | 
ie - But the project may go much further than this, Papers | 
how used for airmail are ‘thin, ‘sehitransparent and relatively smooth ofS 
By slight change they can: be made even more unsatisfactory for us 
ink er they can be iniproved for iis use and at the 
to treatment revealing the inks ‘Th reqi if ht of the paper making’ ; 
machine so the finish wilh be legs. travsparent. - . ard, thas iove absorbent, 
with a uniform texture wi: oF : «i, This: réquirenent | 
would not be a burden’ oh: n of a different | | 
‘dandy roll in all probab ady furnished 
in other papers, 
‘to the mix for th 
‘observed in infrared Light. 
(Contrasting with any materi { 
deviation from manufactur 
Pa 
fis added in a certain pro | 
‘should, when. présséd again j 
{ 
i 


invisible ink work, are préferable for this purpose So that -thé peculiar effect. ge 


is not so readily obsefved-by the Gérmans when they develép thie. invisivile ink” 


Caer en ee 


~~: 


ee 


‘ depends on knowledge of transferance reactions not 


Page Three: 
Memorandum for Mr. Coffey 


by ordinary means. Our development would be, for instance, by light or by sheets 


turned to a different color chemically, whereas they would (for pyramidon) use 
ferric chloride-pot. ferricyanide as usual and change the coler of the ink to 
blie. The background would contrast with the ink although perhaps not quite the 
color they now get for some papers. fhe presence of the salt would not be 
particularly suspicious and there is no reason why this ability to use the paper . 
as a developer should become known. Even if it did it would simply place a 
hardship in the way of spy operations with secret ink. . 


To ‘get the desired chemicals into the paper would require 


orders to the paper manufacturersspecifying the finish, weight and substance 


acceptable for foreign mail and‘requiring the presence of so much percent of the 

désired chemical per square’ inch of paper. This would be so similar to current 

paper specifications for particular uses that the. purpose would not necessarily . 

be suspectedmr if suspected would its operation Pa known, since development 
urrently used in secret - 

ink work, The paper would ‘then be complementary to the test sheets which 


_cénsorship or FBI can have made up. Two test sheets would be applied to suspected 


igtters for tests and without spoiling the document, reproduce the invisible 
writing present. . . 


Another way .of. getting the chemicals into the paper would 
be to require a special paper which is made from ordinary paper by coating 
(similar to safety papers) + As soon as specifications-are made known such papers 
would undoubtedly be manufactured ‘by present-manufacturers of safety paper, who - 


have the equipment for coating. (The paper is run through a kath and then dried). 


This added - ‘operation would add cost of a small amount to each’ envelope and sheet 
and result in’a particular finish in the way airplane papers are now different. 


‘Of course tests of papers used to see if they conform to thé requirements would 
periodically. be necéssary but this.can be made Simple and be dove on current mail 


by simple wetting for instance, depending on the coating applied. 

These proposals require experiment of COULSEg | but it is 
submitted that this is desirable not an objection, since the process should be 
changed from time to time as indicated. If adopted there probably should be set 
ulp a joint Censorship Bureau of Standards-FBI committeé of. technicians to work 
‘out the exact material. requirements, . Mr. Miller suggests also. that at present 
as. a precautionary measure “wénsorship can. ar desired use a spray or fuming” 
chamber. process .6n all mail. possibly cohtaining ‘invisible ink, to produce a 
chemical condition elimins ting the development of any ink present. 


y 
! 


! With: regard to. Government papers, as you know, these have 


ain the past been protected from theft to some extent by watermarks. -(It is . 
| Noted that some of the present papers neghect this). There.are comparatively 


ro 
« 


- 


which would be white 
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Memorandum for Mr. Goffey | 


few. needs for absolute 
such instances the 

in order to adopt m 
Leuco dye coated Papers, or such papers may be inserted 
SO as to reveal tampering. 

resemble ordinary paper yet 
mail to distant 
produce by expe 
for instance an 
détails depend 


vet 


this and could. be use 


* 


protection from alteration, 
paper used should immediately be 
eans of protection, 


One requirement of such 
cannot be’ tampered with 
» Secret agents is not safe at the present time. We should 
riment the desired protection.. 
d the purchase of paper accord 
on selection of the kind of protection desired, 


Protection from alteration: 


Present safety 


Goat or incorp 


in ordinary moisture conditions. 


forgery or surveillance. In 
considered by technical staffs 
Envelopes for instance, may be made from: 
in each piéce as mailed, 
papers should be that they 
without detection, 


Our own 


“papers aM better than ordinary paper for 


d pending further experiment. 


Protection from Surveillance: 


Protection from censorship of envelopes: 


Bottom seams t 


instead of one as at present, inclu 
(several formulaes are available) a 


paper, 


‘at time of cl 
albumin, | 


a's 


Upper last seam to be f 


osing by hand, Soluti 


of 


orate in papers larger quantities of starch 
in appearance but change to blue whe ‘dare use 


© be fastened by three different adhesives 
ding, albumin, glue made’ heat resisting 
nd with inside lining of water sensitive © 


astened by application of solution 


on to contain binder of glue, mixed with 


Respectfully, | 


Gs ie Appel 


This would result in specifications 
ing to these specifications, The 
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Uniten States Department of Justice 
Washington, B.C. 
April 4, 1942 
Mr, Hendon _ 
Mr, Sotloman 
& MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR Mire MOGUTrO esa 
. Mri Harboe i 
Mr. Quinn TON esecany % j 


z 


Tele, Room 
With reference to’ the suggestion of Mr. C. -A. Appel, for ithe ». Nessa_ 
seontrol of the manufacturing of paper in the United States, 1.€-, 2S itis Bosh 
“to how paper used in the mails going to foreign destinations might lesen. 


~ 


Le eateeene iad 


| 
a 
‘be controlled so as to secure favorable results on ehecking for the fe 
use of invisible inks, the Conference was advised that Messrs. Appel ~~ 
ahd Stanley of the Laboratory have studied this mater and have pointed x | 
; out that it would be necessary to have certain chemicals put into the 1. 
paper at the time of manufacture, that this would require that manu- a 
o. ‘ facturers put into the paper a definite percentage of the desired chemi- sj | 
“I cal per square inch. The, desired chemicals could also be put into the OAS 
¥ _ paper and its use controlled by requiring that only a special type of aS 
i “paper be used in correspondence being sent out of the country. ee | 
oy , , ve 
Bs z, Messrs. Appel and’ Stanley point out tha't the proposal would re-__, ie alae =, 
4) : quire experimentation since the process would have to be changed-from’ ae | 
$6 “time to time and it would: probably be necessary to-set up a joint. com- a bes. 4 
- a mittee of Censorship-—Bureau of Standards-FBI, technicians to work’ out thé.” z any 
Se exact material ‘requirements. Se eS ee 
5 . X as — ite 
0 J : The Conference consisting of Messrs. Tamm, Glavin, Nichols, badd, ioe | 
_ Rosen, Hendon, Holloman, Carson and Tracy, was unanimously of thé. opinion’ ve | 
_ that while the suggestion has merit, the magnitude is such that favorable eae 
. consideration at this time is not werranted, et | 
oe Respectfully, . : 
Tie For the Conference: ' ‘1 
én sath = i 
: : ae ou He vt ee, wa e 
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vay 27, 1942 


on Harrie ‘feybold Potter Compang 
i < me = Eaat Bone Street 


: Dear Mr. Merrie, 


% T wieh to express uy appreciation for the 
4 aesistanee and saeperation rendered by you in sonnsotion 
| with your secret writing process and its specific developer, 


4 This anteriad hae boon placed in the hands 
4 of the Pureauts techni clans for ip infornatédon. 
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May 27, 1942 


& B0-604- 130 


< Yor. Wilifem H. Wood - 
Direetor Chemical Research 
Harrie Seybold Potter Company 
p, S520 Rast Tet Street 
~ o Glewelend, Ohie : 


Dems Sry Woods 


T wish to eiseeas wy appreciation the 
information ant suggestions which you forws through 
c our Cleveland Office te thie Bureau tn connetion with 
t dial secret writing | ‘process, 


' You may feel aseured that if in the future 
your cooperation ite desired in ragard to thie matter 
the Bureau will not heeltate ta ool UPON FOU. 


Sinterely yours, 

ec - Cleveland | 
te, votson Seeer ai 
Mr. E. A, Tamm Peers 
Mire CORE meen 
Mr. Glavin : Boag eee ee GE Tce! aa 
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ORIGINAL TO LABORATORY 


UNRECORDED COPY TO INVEST. UNIT 


Seteral Bureau of investigation 


United States Department of Justice Ss c" 
Cleveland, ‘Ohio 
AWP : CVH . May 9, 192 
62-0 : 
Director . 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Attention: Technical Laboratory 
Re: ANALYSIS OF SECRET WRITING; 


Harris Seybold Potter Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dear Sirs 


- Reference is made to the Laboratory report dated 
April 16, 1942, file number 80-60)-122, being Laboratory report 
number 73910, reporting the results of a document examination 


€seoret, 
requested by letter from the Cleveland Office, dated 


March 18, 192. 


4 
In accordance with the request contained inthe Laboratory 


report, Mr. A. 5S. HARRIS, Vice President of the above captioned or- 
ganization, was contacted by an Agent of this office, and agreed to 
furnish all pertinent information in connection with their secret 
writing process and its specific developer. - 


The information in question was prepared by Mr. WILLIAM 
H. WOOD, Director of Chemical Research of the Harris Seybold Potter 
Company, and was delivered to the Agent in its present fom. 


According to these officials, no copy is in existence in their office, 
the matter being of mental record only, with Mr. HARRIS andres WOOD. _ 


The information received from this company is being 


enclosed for the information of the Laboratory in the form it was 
received. . 


Very truly yours, MACK com 
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: in ragard to y f April 20, 19,2 the followkn, 
information le in addition to that utero set forth and may he of 
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UeSeho to Italy 


Spain tO Ue oe 
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exiles to Portugal y 
To date no seeret writing moagages have come to our 
attention that have been wrilten on any type of comrainication other ¢hen 
private letters. 
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U.S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICR # 
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, .we 


Mt etic oom Ait + Moe eee ewe A meme neg are em we | 


Pres F D Roosevelt 


Dear Sir— 


The Germans have a secret way of writing-can be read by holding up to the 
light & reading between the lines~I dont know if you know about it-It was 
taught to me years & years ago by a German- 


/3/ Miss M Baker 
470 Dean St 
Bklyn Ny 
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Laboratory 
. Date 1942 
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——Mr. Coffey 7526 —— Mr. Higdon 7025E 
——_Mr, Martin 7526 —__—Mr. Holland 7534 
——Mr. Appel 4235 Mr. Jenkins 73528 
Mr. Arnold 7526 —___Mr. Jevons 7525E 
—_—Mr, Baughman 73525D Mr. Larmoyeux 7526 
Mr. Beach 7120 —___Mr. LaRock 73252 
——Mr. Blackburn 7334 —__Mr. Magee 7525C 
Mr. Blaine 7534 Mr. Marshall 7554 
————Mr. Bohn 7304 Mr. Merritt 1410 
—__—Mr. Conrad 1410: ——Mr. Mesnig 73554 
—_—Mr. Couch 7325D Mr. Millen 1410 
——Mr. Dingle 4235 Mr. Miller 4235 
——Mr. Driscoll 7325¢ ___mr. Napier 7534 
Mr. Dunlop 1410 —__Mr. Parsons 7325D 


——_Mr. Feehan 4235 ——_Mr / Pfafman 1410 
——Mr. Fitzhugh 7325 -. Schweitzer 
Mr. Frazier 7325D 5 ue, 
Mr. Freimuth 7325F _Mr. Willard 7325D 
——Mr. Gasteiger 4235 —___Mr. White TS25F 
Mr. Gormley 4235 —— Mr. M. Williams 7325p 
——Mr. Gould-——""-7325 Miss Frawley 73526 


" __._-Mr,-Hésser 7525 Recorders 7325 
_£~6th FLOOR FILES —_Typing Pool 7325 


MY , 


———LABORATORY FILES 7325 


See Me ie 
Please Handle EH. P. COFFEY 
Route to #1 Examiner Room 73526 
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+ am in receipt of yam letter datad Moy By 1942, 


o oR fg it which you subsilited information relakive te the use of 
ANY ON. 3 trtine 28 an toutilithe dank, ; 
Nd ‘ y wy y 7 . ‘ f 
PAS ONE The tiformition furnished by you 4¢ being retained dn 
¥ V cg 2 the files of the Boras for eeforence and you way he eastred 
ay RON & iat your interest in fubniiting this date to ne 42. Meophy 
: ¢ Ss appreciated ae 
_ “y in x y Sineerely yours y 
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% BS gy | dohn Bdger foover 
- 8, Jays Tiregtox 
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Mr. Nichols 

Mr. Rosen rs . 

Mr. Tracy 0 AN j 5 pide? 
Mr. Carson e) e wee 
. Coffey 

Mr. MeGuire__. 

Mr. Holloman 

Mr. Hendon. 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 
Migs Gandy 


US. DEPARTMENT gp dUSTIOE 


ge uy 8 10.2 Pa 


* F INVESTIGATION 
FEDERAL BUREAU 0 
J, §, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE — 


' DIRECTOR | 
i Kir. 


» Clegg: 


RE atten mci 


Mr. Glavin 


He, val Burean of Inuestipation 


Mr, bod 
Uniten States Depariment of Justice es ntetioe™ 
. ‘ Mr, Rosen 
- Mashington, 2. C. | ie 
May 16, 194.2 . fir, Carson 
Mr. Coffey .+ 


| 


Me, Hendon 


- Mr, Hottoman 
Mr. MeGuire 


Mr. Harbo 


Me. Quinn Tamm, 


Tele,. Raom 


Mr, Neaso 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum of Mr. ueeene 


Miss Gondy_ 


Coffey to Mr. Tracy dated March 26, 1942, which has reference to ' 


_experiments conducted by-the Laboratory with a secret ink developed =~ 


by Lieutenant Densford which could be. destroyed by merely immersing rg 
in salt water. Reference memorandum carried the recommendation that ,. 
the Liaison Section attempt to obtain further information concerning: 
the ink because of its possible use to the Bureau. oe es 


Pursuant to this request, the writer contacted Commandér Sha 
J. L. Riheldaffer, Special Intelligence Section of ONI, and discussed 


‘with him the results of the Bureau's tests as set forth in Mr. Coffey's © 
“ memorandum to Mr. Tracy of January 3rd, .it being that regular tests 


: sectet ink have been used but without results. 


. this had not already been done. 


given to reveal the original text of the material written by the - _. 
It was further ‘called«- 


- +0 Gommander Riheldaffer's attention that there. were numerous other ... 5 
tests that could be made provided the chemical contents of thecink “i 3x 
were known and that inasmuch as these additional tests had nobibeen Jo BS 

’ given, it could not be stated that certain reagents could not ‘bé“used, 2.5 

' £0, bring out the text of the writing where the secret ink hadzbeen Bite 

, used. = 3 MGS 
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In this regard, Commander Riheldaffer stated he was not = ee 
familiar with the chemical ingredients and that it was his under- 2k 
standing that Lieutenant Densford had called at the Bureau to discuss ae 
the matter further. He stated that he would get in touch with Lieutenagt: 
Densford to see if the desired information could be had and that he | = 
would also recommend that Densford contact the Bureau Laboratory if “ae 58 


Respectfully, 


6 JUN 20 1942 
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A eval Bureaw of investination fistaaa 

United States Department ut Justice —— —— 

Washington, A. @. , , ‘Me. Rosen, 

. Mr..Carson 7 { 

March 26, 1942 . Mr. Coffey f 7 

Mr. Hendon , | 

WGB:JR . . Mr. Hotloman ‘ 

| MEMORANDUM FOR MR. .TRACY Mee Quinn’tami 

Mr. Harbo : | 

Tele, Room 

Re: Experiments of artaents Mrs Mease ; 

Tnk by Navy Department. : Miss Beahm | 

‘ f 

| “| 

y ith référence to the attached memorandums | 


conéerning the experiments. of Lieutenant Densford of 
the Navy" Departient. to. devélopean ink which could be 
“ destroyed by merely immersing in. salt water, it is 
recommended that the éfyisor Who. is acting, as oe 
-* °  liatson between. the Buréaw and ONI endeavor to obtain ” 
“ further information. concerning this ink because. Of + nF : 
its possible valtie t6 thé Bureau. DG - * 
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Es Ps Goffey — a — oe | 
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Miss M. Baker 
470 Dean Street 
Brooklyn, New York 


. Dear Miss Baker: 


June 9, 1942 


I wish to advise that your letter post- - 


marked May 22, 1942, has been received at this 
SoLte House. 


Bunedu by referenc 


this matter to the 


ment are indeed appreciated. You may be assured 
that the content of your 
will receive appropriate consideration + 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
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attention of the Federal Govern 
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Brigadier General, Hayes. A. Kroner 
General Stef? . 
Chief, Wittary Intelligence Service 
Var Department ‘ 


Washington, B. 6. 
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Dear General Kroner: 
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: < 
Box.your infoinntion, there feow pertinent extracts submitted 


by the Amerieen Censorship System in cortection with a letter dated 
April 24, 1942, from Hil Brotiere, 


Davideon, Wike 2, Box 1487, 


Fé, Solids, Golorade, to Walter Allan 
Sidver Camp, Balboa, Sanal Zones 


“Gaver contalne printed slips of instructions for reading 
luminous curd, work and luminoun card inke and card acknowledg~ 
ing receipt of order from addvegaes, by see 


“fhe nender, a novelty firm, informs addressee thet his order 
{(Nunter 684) for goode.is being shipped by insured mail that 
dey. ; . x : 


; 
"the instructions for reading Juminous card work foltbons: 
‘Plage. the Ghaeses or Visor on, stand with back toward Light 
and hold cardein fron’ of you and you will sce the davk 
squares. indieating the cole mark on every dard. _heantinous 


ink wil show only on red cards, ' 


4 S 
"The ingteuctiere for Luminous card inks foWaw: Piret take 
& Clean pigepiof white writing paper and Jay imgbont.of you 
where you intend to do your card marking. ‘Digsbragh inte ink 
and then stroke i over. this, sheet-ef piper bi paying 
ii -te the ear. hie is to prevent gotting too tineh fnk.on 
the gard. Yoo much ink on the ward vai aSke Dblotch and 
ruin your work. We always. send a full @at 6&8 key: catide of the 
Bee. bagh for you to goby, hie ous gan. only be: used 
with xedctardas and apply the ink to ‘tho Sed pordion af the 
card. Thkre never has ben's. Luminous ink that will work on 


p COMMUNICATIONS SECTION § . AE 
Widdregage has ex ieMt dinteregt. in Juniimons ink end tard work." 
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Brigadier General Hayes A. Kroner 


You will observe that Hill Brothers agknowledge receipt of an 


‘order for luminous card inke, et. cebera, and since 1% would sppaar that 


Pavideon ordered this material for marking playing cards in such a way as 
to defvand others, i¢ is thought advieable to bring this to your attention. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Direator 


ww 


ae oe oe . aa Mr. Tolson 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER a 7 - Mr. B.A. Tamm_- 


.¢ DIRECTOR ~ 
; Ps bi . Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 


| Hederal Burean of Investigation 
Mr. Ladd 


Uniteh States Department of Justice | Mr. Nichols 
~ - Mr. Rosen 
8 - é 
Washington, B.C. . Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson. 
June 23; 1942 Mr. Coffey 


c ‘Mr. Hendon 
CAACAL ; 4 Mr. Holloman 
oe : Mr, MeGuire 
‘ MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY "Mr. Harbo 
. ; Mr. Quinn Tamm, _ 
Re; Postal Censorship Number 3194~42 Tele. Room 
: Mr. Nease 


The above intercept is a letter from Hill Brothers, -ndcee 
Salida, Colorado to Walter All n@Davidson, Mile #2, Box 1487, Silve nO sty 
Balboa, Canal Zone. No copiés of the writing were made and the ori 


letter was released. 


. The comment states that the envelope contains printed 
slips of instructions for reading luminous card work and{luminous card inks 
and acknowledging receipt of the order from the addressee. The sender is 


apparently a novelty firm. , 


; It is obvious from the comment that subject in the Canal 
Zone ordered from this company a supply offluminous inks and other materials 
for marking playing cards in such a way as to cheat or defraud the remainder 
of the players through being able to read the marks through an eye shade. ‘.. 
which enables subject to see the marks he places on the cards and no one. else. 
This material is evidently similar to that manufactured and supplied by other 
firms particularly in Chicago for the operation of fraudulent gambling games. 
: RECOMMENDATION: The purpose of ‘this comment is to~enable 

information concerning the activities of Davidson in the Canal Zone who 
||. is. apparently operating#fraudulent gambling devices to’ be forwarded to the 
f Atthebities at the,Canal “fone if desired, and also to record the name of yt 
a chee BrothersXSalida, Colorado as one of the manufacturers of this ; 


tirpe of equipment. 
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, -' Addendum: This type oftinyisi ble ink' can also be used for sec? bo” 
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TH OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP 


Suerte oy 


For use in the case of Registered Letters 
(If unregistered, insert “NoNw’”) 


Maries 


Registered No. 


Mail No. Serial No. 


FROM— To— 


Ta Eros. ‘alter Allen Dewidso: 

Sadie: YALE # 3 

Golordde Hox 143 by 

Silvers Camp 
Daler Gana, Zou 
‘ate OL le vient Deed Ut : 

(or pos eae Av ik Bab y We : 
if letter undated) 


a a ea 
For interofiice use by A, C. 


PREVIOUS RECORDS, IF RELEVANT. tae et a Allocation of this comment sheet: 
| N Ore * c e P ¢ ¢ . A 
| N Os. : OG. Do Re . 


DISPOSAL OF ORIGINAL LETTER— 
Released, held, condemned RELEASED 
or sent with comment to— . 


Whether to be photographed— 


If so, to whom photograph is to be sent— 


ENGLISH COMMENT 
(( ee 
Gover contalina od. noed slips of instructions fox reading luminous curd work and 
duutinous cord inks ana card acknowledging receipt of order fron addPisasee. 


By eloy firm, informa addressee that his order Chuber 684) for 
being zhipped by Lnsuced mail thet day, ; 


The, sende 
goods is 


The instructions for reading. “tin inous card work follows: "Place the Glasses or 
Vigor on, sbond with back towai'd Light aud hold cards in front of you and you will, 


seg the dark squares indicating the code mark on every card. Luminous ink will 
ard only on red cards," 


The instructions for luminous ecard inks follow: "First tate: a clean piece of white 
writing pApOP al nd lay in front of -rou where you intend to do your card maricdug. 
Dip brush into ink and then stroke it over thia sheet of paner before applying BM 
to the card, This is to prevent geuting too much ink on the card, Too much ink c: 
the card will make a blotch and ruin your work, We always send a full set of 

xey cards on the Beo back for you to geo by. This luminove ink ean only be used 


with rec. Gardss and apoly the ink to the red portion of the card, There nevar has 
been a Luainons ink that will work on blue’ carda.!t 


Ds péfsressee has ovident interes in ‘lurtinous ink and eard work: / ( 
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MEMORANDUM FOR }'2 


there is attached a list of 

ig: “the subject of cross ‘examination in court in the Inited States. That 
whieh has the widest distribution. is "Questioned Documents" by Osborn, especially 
aoe counsel, whereas among older: lawyers "Foreery" by D. T. Ames is better 
‘This,, however, is entirely out of date now. | 

story. subfects are: included: being basic. required seneral. reading in training . 


maminers ee i. 


fi handwriting is recognized. 
tieed sole ely on the b 


Mashingta, B.C. 
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for information 
May 25, 1942 
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Mr. Clegg 
“Mr, Glavin 
Mr. Ladd_ 


Mr. Tolson, : sis 
Mr. B.A. Tamm, 5 
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Mr. Nichols. 

Mr. Rosen _ 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson. og | 
Mr. Coffey: 

Mr; Hendon. 
Mr. Holloman i. 
Mr.MeGuire__§ 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__. 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 

Miss Beabm_- 


Miss Gandy. : 


the most commonly known books such_ 
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‘ ! 
a ee ae pens indorses no author, | “indeed 
dated ‘or not ‘experimentally verified. in. the ; United States no character aneiyeis 
: Tdentification. of handwriting and typewritine is 
or asis of. analysis of form: pecularities resulting from 
characteristics of the iad person or machine of a fixed or recurring nature. | 
preciation of the value of these in order to enable sound coriclusions as to || 
td. ntity ie dequired in the fRI laboratory by Long. assignment as apprentice, formal 
Lecture. and study courses, experiment. with prepared specimens and review of a 


« A few books on reneral 


finds iach claimed which is out- 


; 


.: ree “nurber lof difficult and peculiar cases which have been found to present | 


“oy bles encountered. 
B ine difficult 


. 
t 
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ols 
ies 


Evidence of disghise | dnd simulation require special handling | 
Of Man Sre tense fithout. adequate, specimens of proven. experimental : 


| Rabpootfully, I we tie vem enone 


Bed I dy 
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Criminal Investigation (Preferably let Wditdon) - Hans Grogs. / 
Forged, Anonymous and Suspect Decumantba ~ A. J. Cutirka. : 
“uestlonsd Documenta ~ A. §. Osborn. : 
Forgery - D, T, Amed. 
Contested Documenta: and Porgerles ~ F. Bravester, 
Fundanentale Graphologic ete. ~ J. Crepioux Jamin. 
Documenta and Their. Sclentific Examination ~ ¢. A. iibehell. 
Selentific Aids for; the Study of wanuseripte ~ 8, B, Haselden. 
Books and Opeumente - Julius Grant. 
Disputed Docunentsa > Hagan. , ee 
: Faults and Fallacles of Handwriting Identification ~ Hardless and Hardlasa. 
t AO Years of Ink ~ Carvalho. 
a The Guastion of Bxpart Exehination of Handwriting - Doudon. | t 
i Experimental Graphology ~ Robert Saudek. : 
‘é Anonymous Letters ~; Hebert Saudek, , 
i “Gen Different Writers “rite Identleal Hands"? ~ Robert Saudek, ; 
a Disputed Handwriting » Jerome B. Lavay. : 
iy Forensic Chemistry + Lucas. : 
e Legel Medecine + Smith and Glaister, : 
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' ___Director —__..Mr. Hince 


Mr. Tolson Mr. Carlgon 
Mr. E, A. Tamm ——Mr. Donaldson 
fi Mr. Clegg —_—Mr. Espey a , 
te Glavin). ——Mr. Gatins . ne: ; 
LI Mr, Ladd- = Mr, Hicks : j 
«Nichols -. —__Mr. McCate. > 
( ———Mr. Meyers ‘ 
Mr. Muzzey ; 
Mr. F.T.:McIntyre ‘ 
iss ‘Gandy ———-Mr. Preséott ; 
Gurnea Mr. Robey a 
——Mr. Harbdo Mr. Rogers 1 
Mr Hendon Mr. Santoiana : 
Mr. Garson - Mr. Treadwell ; 
——Mr. HLH. Laughlin Mr. 
—__Mr. McGuire ; i 
Mr. Pennington —__._Miss Bilés : 
Mr. Renneberger Mrs. Griggs i 
Mr. Q, Tamm Miss Carrol] { 
. Miss Dundway : 
——-Chief; Clerk's Miss Heath j 
Office | : 
Division Five Miss Moraine i 
Files Section ——Mr. McCluskey i; 
Mail ‘Room Miss Soule ‘ 
Mechanical Sec, i 3 
——Personnel Files See me : i 
——Supply Division : : 
——Technical Lab. —~-Phone me ° ‘ : 
Washington Field Send file ts : 
a {Note and return : 
—_FHLB Building . -°_: Please handle : 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, TRACY 


At the request of Mr. Little of the Bureau the 


types of “Secret inks known to the Bureau to be used by 
German espionage agents, was prepared for the Office off 
Censorship. yr 
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Respectfully, 
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Reference is made to your of Nay 25, 1042, 


There ja attached a list of the nest comnonly known booke aur 2 ee 
BAG de the subject of erose exanination in court in the United States, that: nich 
28 the widest distribution {a "Questioned Deewnente ‘by Osborn, especially asong: / ag 
teal counsel, whereas amonz older lawyers “Sorzery” by D. T. Ames is better Imom, - >, 
. This, however, is entirely out of date hows A few books on reners} laboratory =| 
‘Subjects aro includes being basic reeul ted ronern) remding in irainine of enaminers,: 


pone The furesu indorges no author, indeed, finds mich claimed waieh je oute 
dated or not oxperinentallLy verifieds In the United States no character analysis 
of handwriting is: recognized. Identification of handwriting and typewritine te 
a Practiced solely on the basis of analysis of form peowlarities resnltine from - 
| ehapsoteristies of the individ of a fixed or 
‘oo. Appreciation ef the value oi 
~ > Adgntity is agquired here 
| Study courses, expe rinen 
. Giff ieult andy 
. Beidenee of di vi 
Mr.) Tol seRterstartin: of proven exporinental values 
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he 2a August 12, 1942 


is 

‘ iy. dar Bowot 

yO Notional Caeh Repister Gorpany 
Say Dayton, Chis 


Dear Ur, Beust: 


Reference is made to your vistt ¢o this Bureauts Technical FE 
inheratory on March 19, 1942 at which tina you disenssed a new t 
ag, are .tgng paper which cond bo used on an oydinary machine without 
& ribbon. : 


cinplos of thie tyne papor te os ab the federal Furcan of tnvestication, 
. Reghniond inboratory, Veshington, BD. @. 34 wowld he further aporeciated 
if you towld advice as ta the type omlolon and call arrangement that 
iS used to hold the vhernteals and how thase materials. are appiied ta. 
the paror, You hay be apsured that avy information you farnish me in 


Y It would be deeply appreciated if you would forward several 


> hs conkéctien with thie mutter will be treated ap strletly confidential 
and will net fall inte the hands of unauthorised persons. \ 

43 Sincerely yours, - 

i . 

SS 

“ John Edgar Hoover 

Direator ee 
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CAAsKS?, MUR. TRACY yf oe 
Rez Special safety paper used = 


by prisoners in b7D 
e ‘Camp 


in @ previous memorandum attention was invited to 
the use of coated paper by interned prisoners. The purpose is to 
prévent the usé of invisible ink, lr. Burton secured samples of 
these forms and advice hag been recetyed that 811 correspondence 
by internees and prisoners of war must be written on these coated 
forms. The attached bundle of postal intercepts shows that a large 
number of these commmications have been condemned apparantly because 
the paper bears an imprint of other woiting with which 1t came in 
contachs the censor finding that the sensitised surface reacts to the 
ink even though contach was made after the ink was weld, dried and 
blotted. It is possibie that all of these intercepts contain the 
Same transfer. Apparently the examiner considered it undesirable to 
permit transferred wHbings to go out althongh he states that the 
message itself te harmless, 


, ‘ x e 
Copies of the intercepts were apparently furnished MID 
but Lt is not clear that the interested officers in the War Depart- 
nent who selected the paper have been advised that the paper reacts 
to dried ink. 


b7D 


It would appear desirable, if possible, to secure samples 
of paper used by other countries such as England, Australia, Japan, 
Gextiityy, Tbaly and South American countries, The Laboratory desires 
to keep: in touch With all such matters and is studying the use of - x 
materials for safety purposes in the manufacturing of paper for war ~ 
use. Ab such time as suffidder) samples are secured it is proposed 
to conduct experiment. dbeigned to show the relative safety of 

different papers, “9-1. , 
ME Ge 
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United States Department of Justice Lee 
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w. ». 7, 
W. S. Crawford. af 
ADDENDUM . 
WSC: gem , IMD Ey 
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c b7D 
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The above-referred to communication was ovale , 
today and it was pointed out that an examinatio ‘eed comminic¢ation 
by the Laboratory failed to disclose secret iy nes or anything of a 
cryptographic significance, t See 


Respectfully, 
na ( ; W. S. Crawford é fe 


: . 
Hi Prssateaieraa 


“Eipweca ns raeeeen OES 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Examination requested by: Pireat 


Date of reference communication: Meme fron Grovford to 
Ladd 820042 


Examination requested: i 


Result of Examination: {ee »  fHee(St} « Crypt 


“Specimens submitted for examination ; 


Above listed evidence has been photegrarhed ane aes No. GOkLY 


ORIGINAL EVIDENCE RRPoRIRD 


File # 
pod ae 
§O- 604- Yl 
‘Date received: Badia ‘ 
a 3 
Examination by: Stantay’ 
Appel 
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bT7E 
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SAR HOOVER* : 
ice uh Mr. Clegg _ | 
= me Z s ec Mr. Glavin__ 
#ederal Burean of Inuestination earn 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols 
: Mr. Rosen 
Bote Washington, B: C. . Mr. Tracy 
ry Se tember 22 1942 ; ire Mr. Carson. b7D 
CAL: MAC F - .Mr. Coffey_. BIE 
‘Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Kramer 
| " Mr. McGuire, 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm___ 
Re Tele, Room 
Mr. iNease 
} _ The evidence listed below was submitted to the Technical } 
4 Laboratory with a memorandum from Supervisor Crawford to Assistant | 
Divector Tadd dated August 20, 1942 and received in the Laboratory 
Atigust 21, 1942. The original evidence was photographed and examined 
fox-the presence of secret ink and returned to Supervisor Crawford: 
: | bID 
3 b7E 
& 
"bap 
b7E 


Further study will be given the instant message and if additional 
information is sécured-an additional report will be submitted. : 


The above specimens were examined for the presence of seéret ‘phic and? 
microphotographic dots with negative results, TE, fo Be 
The handwriting on the instant Je e 

.contaimed in the File of Writings pertaining t 
Yj effecting an identification, A photographic eopwof 


{" UNITED- 


ph ances being added to the file for further compari soné 
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IN EDGAR HOOVER , a, 
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rs 


DIRECTOR 
yet Sederal Bureau of Invuestiqntion 
Untied States Department of Justice 
Washing tor, A. a. 
January 5, 1940 
Mr. S. F. Pickering Vv (? 
Fd : , 


/ 
SECRET INKS AND METHODS FOR : 


THEIR DETECTION 


In the F.B.I. Law Enforcement Bulletin dated June, 1939 is an article 
entitled "Secret Writing with Sympathetic Ink". That article dealt with the 


various preliminary visual examinations conducted for the detection of 


adie 


Pi ugeexia tt f 


ca 
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Shwe Bt 
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“4 


invisible writing together with a discussion 6f the use of ultra-violet Light 
for this purpose with an appended table listing various substances used for 
invisible writing, their reactions when exposed to ultra-violet light, and the 
method or methods for developing secret writing written by means of eaeh 
substence. This paper is concerned principally with the method of examining 
& suspected document after the preliminary visual tests and the exposure to 


ultra-violet light fail to indicate the presence of any secret writing and 

relates for the most part to the use > a a@ general development.°0 Per 
Because of the state of war in Europe and, as a consequence, the 

censorship imposed upon the various kinds of communications, it is to be 

expected that recourse will be had to the use of secret writing for transmitting 

messages which would otherwise be stopped by the sensors particularly in 

the case of a nation at war, An idea of the frequent use to which Seeret. 

writing was put ean be obtained by a review of the file of Marie K. De Vietorica 


(Bureau file 0G 2423) a German spy who was arrested on Long Island in.1918. 
Various other individuals who were connected with Madame Victorica were also 


‘arrested at various times. Numerous letters involving these people were 


intercepted at various times and in many cases messages of. secret ink were 


developed. These pies also admitted that thepirosdd seérdt* ink to a 
considerable extent and gave descriptions of the methods which they used 


for writing and developing messages. It is apparent, however, that these 


individuals did not know the identity of the jsubsifencesAu sd except in 
isolated instances and merely used materials that had been furnished them 
Lt is noted that although the question of seorep. dnic ‘ig repeatedly brought 
up throughout the various reports in this files: there washonly found one — 
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spol? 604-19 


NO.° 86 
September sue SERIES 1942 
f 
ae ‘SAC ALBANY DETROIT MEMPHIS PROVIDENCE 
eet ATLANTA EL PASO MIAMI RICHMOND 
BAZTIMORE GRAND. RAPIDS MILWAUKEE . Sf. LOUIS 
“ BIRMINGHAM HONOLULU NEWARK ST. PAUL 
oe BOSTON HOUSTON NEW HAVEN SALT LAKE CITY 
ee BUFFALO HUNTINGTON NEW ORLEANS SAN ANTONIO - 
BUTTE INDIANAPOLIS NEW YORK’ SAN DIEGO 
CHARLOTTE JACKSON _ NORFOLK SAN FRANCESUO 
CHICAGO " JUNEAU _ * OKLAHOMA CITY “SAN JUAN 
CINCINNATI KANSAS CITY OMAHA SAVANNAH 
CLEVEEAND KNOXVILLE. |= PHILADELPHIA SEATTLE _ 
DALLAS. LITTER ROCK ‘PHOENIX - SIOUX FALES 
DENVER - LOS ANGELES PITTSBURGH SPRINGFIELD 
DES MOINES LOUISVILLE PORTLAND WASHINGTON, D. G.. 
QUANTICO 
Dear Sir: 
It has recently been ep Oe vere that lie. tanoratory has 
2 ; hot heen receiving all themateri 9 ret ink ; 
“ ing hich has. passed through the hands of var yous supervisors ' 


ana officials. 


e 6 e georet riting, aes a - i 

heer reviewed by thé Laboratory. fT “4 vitally portent 
7 fise that the Laboratory should Have at ibs. disposal at 
zteriel -on this subject. 


mar. ws fery truly yours 
Mr. ‘Tolson_.'.-- nore uy ; 


Mr. A. famm_ 
Mr. . Chege. 

Mr. Glavine 

MY daadd, 
Mr, Nichols. 


John Hdgar Hoover 
_ Director 


| Mr, “Barsdn,. 


Mr: | Me@uire 


Mr. Nease,. a _— : a 
Migs ‘Gandy... ‘ 


can neegu tem oe a 
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Hederal Bureau of Inuestioation " 16230 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. g. 
September 14, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVER CUNNINGHAM PATTERSON 
TOLSON - EGAN PENNINGTON 
TAMM, E. A. FITCH RENNEBERGER 
CLEGG HARBO - SKOUSEN 
GLAVIN HENDON STRICKLAND 
LADD HINCE TAMM, Q. : 
NICHOLS KIMBALL -  'PIMM 
ROSEN KRAMER TRAYNOR 
TRACY _ LAUGHLIN, R. H. WACKS 
ALDEN McGUIRE WAIKART 
CARSON MUMFORD AND SUPERVISORS 
COFFEY NEASE 


Dear Sir: 


ie 


It has recently been discovered that the Laboratory has Ha 


not been receiving all the material pertaining to secret inks and 


secret writing which has passed through the hands of various supervisors 


»> and officials. 


It is therefore desired that each supervisor, whén haridling such 
material as intercepts, reports and statements which contain information 
concerning secret inks and secret writing, make a check to determine if 
said material has been reviewed by the Laboratory. It is vitally important 
to National Defense that the Laboratory should have at its disposal .all 
available material on this subject. 


. Very truly yours, 
nh Bae heer 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Ko-CoY pho 


ee, 


. : co * + 
JOHN-EDGAR HOOVER 
», DIRECTOR 


‘ ‘ Attached hereto is a cere ee suggested for thé Director 'syy, Hatho 


i 


Washttgton, DB. C. 
August 22, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY 


Federal Bursan ot ss 


4 16506 


United States PMepariment uf Jirmstice 


Signature, to be issued’ to all anparhing’s and Bureau officials “in 


regard to sending information. concernin 


writing, to the Laboratory for’ LOView. 


a ‘Respectfully, 


ecret inks 


‘gecret 
So cumenanieteee. Y 


- Mr. Nichols 


_ Mr, Carson_. 


Me, “fotsoa. 
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DIRECTOR 


Rederal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 


JAM sEGK September 14, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR% wad! 


REs Peosting offxObliterating Inks 
or the : 


‘Ldeutenant France Frag o 


f the Military Planning Section 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr, 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr, 
Mr. 


. B.A. Tamm 
Clegg 

Glavin 

Ladd 


Nichols 


Rosen 
Tracy 
Carson 


Coffey : 
Hendon 
Kramer 
McGuire 


Harbo 
Quinn Tamm, _ 


Tele, 


Mr. Nease 


er 


Room 


Miss Beahm 


Miss Gandy 


of the Army, Extension 3012, called, stating that the Quartermaster 

General's Office was experimenting with inks to obliterate markings 

on Army equipment, such as canvas, etc. The purpose was to hide the 
. identity of units which were goltig:into combat. He inquired whether 


the Bureau would examine some of the material which had been 


obliterated on canvas and give them a report as to the effectiveness 


of the obliterating ink. 


“He was advised that if such specimens which had been pre~ 


pared by them were submitted to the Buréan with a fo 
& ranking officer, the Bureau would make such exami 
& report. He requested that all conceivable means 


. Gétermine the effectiveness of the inks. 


ie 
5 SEP 28 1942 


Respectfully, 


EpLeffr~- 
e Coffey 
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mal request from 
nations and render 
be utilized t 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


~ CC-287 
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| Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


. Washington, B. C. 
September 21, 1942 


- Tolson 

EB. A. Tamm 
. Clegg 

. Glavin 

~ Ladd 


- Nichols 
. Rosen 


: - Hendon 
od ‘ Mr. Kramer, 
e . ; Mr. McGuire 
GAAS KST, MEMORANDUM FOR MR. .TRACY Mr. Harbo __ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 
Room 


Rez Gafety Paper : Tele. 
i Mr. Nease 


. For purposes of record, the Laboratory has Miss Beahm 
received several new types of envelopes from South Miss Gandy 
American countries particularly, the protection of which ; 


consists of prénted letters arranged in lines on the in- 
Side of the envelope surfaces. There is one of these that 
uses the letters tacemnorsuvwxz", thirteen letters. Of 
course such a half an alphabet could be used for code or 
cipher purposes. There is no indication where this particular 
envelope is manufactured but it is probable that it is in 
the United States as it is used by an Army private in writing 
home from Panama. A photostatic copy has been substituted 

a for the original, 100~0-15149, and the original detached in 

; order that it may be retained in the Laboratory file. 


Respectfully, 


B. PL cottdy) 


weg, a were Wirt oy fe 


Nias ny taeeeteeehs ott a stg oe Bas ; bas aioe eau 


Yer’ * 


Denver, Colorado 
Qcteber 7, 1942 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, BD. C. 


Re: EX LOSIVES, SECRET INKS, 
AD CLPHERS 


Dear Sir: 
There is being: enclosed herewith a copy of a letter 
exhibited to the Denver Office by Mrs. M. W. WIGGENTON, Assistant 
Librarian of the Denver Public Library. 


Mrs. WIGGENTON tame to this office and reonested more 
definite information concerning the contents of this letter. She 
was advised to contact G2 for further information; however, it 
WLil be noted that the letter states that she should report to 
this office any information concerning psrties calling for books 
at the library relative to explosives, secret inks, and ciphers. 


Zt will further be noted that the letter stated she should 


remove from the shelf al] books and other materials dgaling with 


explosives, secret inks, and ciphers, and she stated thig would be 


a diffioult tage due to the fact that there are so many books in 
tas library at ‘the present time including sa al a shes; 


having this information. 


it is requested that this office be furnished with any 


information you have received from the War Department concerning 


the attached letter, 
Very truly yours, - 


GORDON &. NICHOLSON 
i sy ime aia Agent in Charge 
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RI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-04-2020 BY: 
¢ 
0 i. . 
P AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Y 


Bxecutive Officea 
520 North Michigan Ave, 
Chicago, Illinois 


September 4, 1942 


Congedential 


To the Librarian: 

You are requested by the Secretary of War to withdraw from 
open shelves and general use all books and other materials dealing with 
explosives, secret inks, and ciphers. 

Such materials should not hereafter be available for use while . 
the United States is at war- unless the person desiring to use them can 
satisfy the chief librarian or his designated representative that such 
use is entirely legitimate. 

The. names and addresses of all persons making peuigats to use 


the material, whether the requests are granted or aos should be furnished 


promptly to the looal office of tha Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Yours yery truly 


/signed/ CARL H, MILAM 
Executive Secretary 


tial - as it affects national defense 
under the Espionage Act. : 


and done 


*NOLOSURE 


INSTRUCTIONS THE USE OF THE ULTRA-VIOLET 
LIGHT FOR T LECTION OF SECRET INK 


; .i. Carefully observe the instruction sheet accompanying the ultra~ 
violet light for best performance and maintenance of the instrument. 


2. All examinations must be made in a dark room, 


3. Your eyes must be given time to become accustomed not only to 
the darkness but also to the ultra-violet light. The examination should then | 
be carried out by a close and not a casual scrutiny of the suspected document. 


4. §n examining the document, it must be kept in mind that there 
are three types of fluorescenee which may be observed. A brilliant type which 
canhot be missed and consequently is almost never encountéred in espionage 
eases. A second type is light characters on a darker background and is often 
‘difficult to recognize. This type too is very seldom encountered but 
substances Known to.be uséd’ by Germian agents ‘will under certain conditions 
exhibit this type of fluorescence. The third type consists of: dark figures 
Oh a Tighter background. This is called absorptive fluoréscence and is the 
Gype which may be expected to be most encountered’ in your, examination since 

many of the current secret inks used by axis agents will exhibit this type if 
their instructions for the preparation of the secret ink and the sécret writing 
have. not been closely followed. In other words in the detection of the modern 
espionage inks the ultra-violet light, by itself, is practically valueless if 
| the agetits have followed their instructions perfectly. 


o+ Under the ultra-violet light paper fibers and imperfections often 
look Like letters of the alphabet in either printed or written form. Unkess 
there is evidence of a line:of such characters or a line of writing Little 
Significance should be given to the individual marks. 


6. The beginner should examine different types of know blank paper 
under the ultra-violet light in order to become acquainted with the various 
forms. that paper fibers and imperfections. may take in this light. ‘ 


In closing..it must be remembered that the. ultra-violet light examina~ 


tion is onky one of many.-examinations which may be conducted on suspected 
documents and that a negative ultra-violet test is absolutely no proof that. 
there is. no secret ‘ink on the @oeunent. As stated above its chief value’ Lies: 
in picking up thevaxis ‘ageht's mistakes. : 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation tie 
United States Bepartment of Justice ft. Nichols__ 
2 . Rosen 
ts Washington, A. C. ites 
RHC: BGK: GWH November 3, 1942 : ail 
80-604, Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Kramer 
‘HIGHLY CONF MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRAGY Mr. McGuire 
ri ‘ : Mr, Harbo 
} Re: New Secret Inks Mr. Quinn Tamm,__ 
Tele. Room : 
1 Mr. Nease 


Mr. Stanley of the Laboratory requested that direeted Miss Beahm 
search’ be conducted by Mr. Chambers in an effort to develop inks on 
which could be used in a transfer method: of secret ink writing. As a'\ly 


result of Mr. Chambers' experiments, the following methods are set forth 
for your consideration. 


Pal 
yy 
The saniple in the envelope marked "Specimen I" is a type of whi 
; img which containg,the secret message in the text of the cover letter. e oi 
\ tt i oe . b3 Per CIA 
i aN as paintedl 
“s The quantities were roughly a nie, 


7 pinch" of each solid in a tablespoon of alcohol. After drying; the treated 
v face was rubbed well with another sheet of paper. 


Let h 


~) . The typewritten cover letter was prepared a line at a time and the 
4 concealed message superimposed upon it by inserting the "carbon paper" pre— 
a pared as described above between the ribbon of the typewriter and the j 


5 characters to be indicated on the cover letter. Then the key corrésporiding os 

i to the correct character was struck with normal force, so as to leave a small | 13 per cra 

: depésit of upon the face of cter. To reveal the message, p75 

< ; the face of the letter was treated oa After a~Zew _ 

aS days, the developed characters fade. 7 : i 
~ 


a} The sample in the envelope marked "Specimen II" contains a message-, 
in a dry type of invisible ink written on the reverse side of the sheet. A> 
u! d by rubbing evenly into & sheet of bond paper a ~ 


b3 Per CIA 


: to which approximately 10 per cent of. b7E 
aN 3 =: | 
a a In preparimg the invisible writing on Specimen, II, the. paper in- 
~ Wy bended to receive the méssage was laid upon a smooth hard surface, and the i 
be! 


i afi 


pressed through the " carbon," using a blunt stylus such as theUrounded end 
Re -of a fountain pen.. ‘Finally,°the face of the secret message was “rubbed _a 
a. ?*few seconds with a piece of sitilar paper. Development iss pith 
| s6lution. a ( 


\- "carbon" or transfer paper laid face down upon it. The writing was then im- a 3 
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Memorandum for Mr. Tracy 
Page Two 


It is pointed out that the method: of Specimen II can be accomplished 
entirely with materials commonly available in the field. Neither of the methods 
described are-detected by the ordinary physical and chemical tests routinely 
applied in secret ink detection; in order to detect and develop either, a 
solution would have to be applied which permanently stains the paper. However, 
as will be set forth in a future memorandum, a method has been recently 

iscovered in the Laboratory which will allow for the detection and reading of - 
[__ Pecret writing without staining the document. This method is not believeb3 Per CIA 
© be known outside the Laboratory. DIE 
. { 

Specimen I was prepared August 22, 1942, and the first five -lines 
developed October 28, 1942; Specimen Il was prepared October 28, 1942. Other 
samples of the II type were tested after standing two months with good 
results. 


. The above described methods were developed in the Laboratory and are 
herewith made a matter of record in the event that some future use for them 
may arise, : : 


Respectfully, 


August 22, 1942 


' News Inc. 


Washington, D. C. 


- Gentlemen: 

A rather unusual alibi was given recently when & fugitive 

he Rie, ee fo a F 

wanted for a violation of the National Motor Vehicle Theft 

Act was taken. into custody. He advised that the aubonabile 
salesman gave him the keys and allowed him to drive the car. 
Later, according to the thief's story, he called the salesmen 
and asked whether it would be satisfactory to drive his wife. 
home. He indicated that he did not state where the home was, 
but that the salesman stated such a trip would be satisfactory. 


— 


The car was thereupon driven to another state. 
We tnust this im the type of story you desire. 


Sincerely, 


= , 


: "Carbon paper" for Speécilien I | 
* 7 _ a. ° ae ° ¥ tT» i a 

He : °o q, eq #F t u gs Oo oa er) 3 mt Lae 
_ ; s 
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oe Specinen I 


10/27/42 


Dear Bob, 

Weil, £ guess by the time you receive thie letter you'll be one 
of Unche Sammy's boys. I've been working pretty hard en my pardnts. 
to try and sonvince them that < ought ta $8 dn éne of the branches 
of una armad forces. 4g soon a4 I recei¥# permission I'm going to 
try to get into’ the Naval Air erp. if i don't make it there I'm 


going to duy the Army Air Corpy but if they dontt take me in the Navy 


‘I probably couldn't make the army anyway. 


Well, enough of that. How is school going anyway? I hope 


it's not getting yeu dawn, I Bon't suppose you are going to 


“school riow, though, That dytiling all day long can't be too bad. 


I don't imagine youtld get much training. From what I hear they 
aren't holding the boy too long in the training ssiipes If you 
get a chance don?t forget to slap a Jap for me. Maybe rH get 
a chance: balforé tong. ; 
dust Keep yo r neck in and don't get in the way of any of that 
Jap lead, Watch yourself. | . 
Sincerely, 


George 
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al Bureau nf Indvstinatiait 
Unitey States Department nf Justice 
Washington, B. a. 

November 10, 1942 


RE: NEW SECRET INK 
' . DEVELOPERS 


Mr. Quinn Tamm ___ 
Tele. Room, : 
, Mr. Nease_ 
Miss Beabm 


At the request of Mr. Stanley of the Laboratory, - 
Mr. Chambers conducted research for the purpose of discoverin 


bT7E 


at times to intercept and read a secret ink message and then 
send it on without detection of the development by the recipien|t 8 
The methods described below are a result of Mr. Chambers! research: os f 


have been revealed in the past b3 Per CIA 
a solution which permanently stains _ TE 
the paper. The new method, a stainless and much more delicate 

test, is one in which the document_is merel ed to the vapors 

from a one percent solution in alcohol. The. 

writing becomes visible as a bright yellow fluorescence under 

ultraviolet radiation but cannot be seen in ordinary light. This 
fluorescence is removed almost completely by exposure of. the ; 
document to acid vapor for a few moments. In connection with this rks 
developer + nit is used in conjunction with ; 


Method 2 aC as submitted to you in my 
memorandum dated November 3, 1942,. the may be used. in . te. 
such Loy,.concentration as to prevent detection with) . a 


Writings in 


developer: pyet be Berean’ by this new test. 


at “the writings are developed by. “S53 Per CIA 
the appligatich oj olution which produtes a > b7E \ 
blue fluorescence | tinder ultraviolet ra jation. © As: a: wesult of a oS 4 


series of Sxpontinents ae was found in the. Laborat ory | that 5 
without: wetting ‘the - document | 
over it, ‘wheretpor’. the write: 
5 aorescence~ “under witreviokes” radiation. 
* Mhig fluorescent quality is.*then destroyed by notleritary exposure of 


; the document to ammonia vapor::, , _ RECORDED be lk & : 


The above described me teods are onOObe BO to ‘ “Spasiderapble 

: dtory's exanina- 

a of questioned, material for the detection af acaieh inks9) \pemtne! ).2, 
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See Me_ 
Please Handle_ 
Route to #1 Examiner 


re L-6 
iy FEDERAL BUREAU OF NVESTIGATION 
_ Laborawery 

Data ff 1942 

ur, Coffey 7326 Mr. ‘Holland 7334 
———Mr." Martin re ae Wr. Jevons (o2ob 

___-lir, Appel 4235 Mr. Kyl 4235 

Mr. Arnold 7326 ___Mr. Larmoyeux 7326 
__—Mir, Baughnian 7325D WW.Mr. Lakock 75255 
Mr, Beach 7120 ——__ Mr. Magee 7528C 

Mr. Blackburn 7334 __._$\“r. Marshall 4235 

—lir, Blaine 4235 _._Mr. MeVay 4235 
———Mr. Bohn ~ 4285 ——Mr. Merritt 1410 © 

‘wt, Conrad 1410 __..Mr. Mesnig 75004 

eer. Couch 73525D Mr. Millen 1410 

—.—.Mic. Cronin 1410 __Mr. Miller 4255 

__Mr. Davis 4235 ——lir. Napier 7334 
—_——Mr. Dingle 4255 ___Mr. Bgrsons 7325D 

Mr. Driscoll  7325C pe Pfafman 1410 

___Mr.. Dunlop 1410 dir. Schweitzer 1410 
—____-Mir. Feehan 4250 EMG raul: 7525F 
—_-Mr. Frazier  7325D Mr. White 7S25F 


_._Mr, M. Williams 7325D 
Miss Frawley. 7326 


Mr. Tierney 7Oe25 
Typing Pool . §700 Corr. 
a...kecorders 5700 Corr. 


____LABORATORY FILES 5700 Corr.: 
Miss Westenberg 7322 Bk. 6 
Miss Wolfe 7522 Bk. 6 
y Yoe2n Bk. 6 
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federal f inatt ee. 
# Bureau of Investigation Sunda 
United States Department of Justice yf. Nichols 
: . . . R ‘ 
Washington, B. @. ee 
+ Carson 
November 2h, 1942 Mr, Coffey 
, Mr, Hendon 
P Mr. Kramer - 
ea MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY Mr, McGuire 
j | Mr, Harbo 
Re: Visit of Captain R. J. Lefebglere Mr. Quinn Tamm_- 
and Miss M. L. Olson of OSS. Tele. Room 


' ‘Mr. Nease 
The above called at my office and requested information 
concerning a possiblé~secret ink utilizing the principle of 
fluorescence but one whic d not fluoresce infultra—violet. 
light. The development in this case: being accomp ished by 
‘exposure to special photographie plates. Captain LefebWere was 
advised that the Bureau had no information whatever concerning 
such an ink. The Captain stated that’ he believed it might be 
possible that the Germans were using a similar type of ink, but 
that he had no definite information to confirm it.. He indicated 
‘that if anything were:developed by his organization, they would 
furnish us with that information. 


Respectfully, 
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ae ; E. P. Coffey, 


~ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ns 
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United States Department of Justice 


Washington, B. C. 
‘November 19, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, bol ; 
; te Mr. Harbo 
Re? riple Test for Dampening MrQuinn Tamm 
~ Tele. Room_ 


emoranaum Lor 
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- Tolson 
» B.A. Tamm “4 
- Clegg 
. Glavin, 
r. Ladd___ 
- Nichols 

- Rosen__ 
. Tracy __ 
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HECLESSTPICRT ION ADTEGRITY DERIVED prow 
Bl AUPOATIC Ceol escie re. O28 7 b Mr./Tolson : ‘ 
DATE O28-D4-2020 ss BY: ’ > Pe dy Bs Tammy”), ¢ 
: de Mr. 2 es b7Cc 
4 i as « Pe Mr. Ghayin : 
Hederal Bureau of Seviestimsstian oa oe 
United States Bepariment of Justice Mr.’ Nichols_. 
i Mr. Rosen 
. Washington, B. C. Mec Teaey cs 
November 25, 1942 Mr. Carson 
Mr. Coffey_- 
Mr, Hendon. 
f Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR wR. TRACY Mr, McGuire 
QD : x} Mr. Harbo_____ 
Re: Secret Ink Information Requested por Mr. Quinn Tamm,_ 
by Colonel Bissell. yo" Tele. Room : 
: aie 1 Mr. Nease, 
Reference is made to the attached memorandum to Mr. 


Cunningham from Mr. R. R. Roach, in which Colonel Bissell requests Miss 
‘ that information in regard to the mechanics of the secret writing, 
7 chemical constituents of the inks used, and chemical reagents needed 


Miss Beahm 


to develop the secret message be furnished him in regard to the 
. secret ink methods which the 8 Nazi saboteurs brought into the 


country. 


inks used by 
was made only 


forwarded to hin. 
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It is pointed out that at that tiie, ar 


Respectfully, : 


sf 


Tey 


B 4 


4 PEG & 


9 1942 


Colonel Bissell was recently given the names of the secret 
the 8 Nazi ‘saboteurs, as well as those used by Herbert 

Karl FriedriclhBehr, 
or the names of the chemicals used as secret inks, and thus 
no technical data as to the writing and development of these inks was 


equest 
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In ragard Siti ‘at Rs deve Lop seoret 
writing by taking se, fesolve it, = 3 Per CIA 
in about ino tablespoonfuls oF eater, to whien © little ammonan te added Ra 


in order te clear it, and Geretuliy. aprasd thie. solution on the seeret mea- 
sage by means of s cotton awab. The eclor of the developed message will be 
‘det to blagi=browm, and efter one hour or so, vanish or merge inte the 
background. He was thus teld to develep only oul) portdons of the measage — 
at & time go a9 not te Loge any pert. 


The above information de forwarded ta you upon your Pesueet, and 
it is hoped that your office will forward to thie Bureau | — 
information 14 may hove on seoret writdag methods exployed he 
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-géealled that Laning olatued that he hed. "Bes sake of an b3 Per CIA 
different bate: ‘than, the: vicinal re ee ee “bTIE 


ta, ‘therefore, We yarese that: ining’ ate not: give: aanieeke 
nh te the imvestiretors’in thi na tier. and. the assumption 


at wrelly srisee that he may have | withheld other inforsiation of valuc 
: Te ereatiegus data in connect tion eith hig past ectivities, 


the above information ia being. ‘subaitted te. you in order thet 
pon’ gk. better evaluate the éate supplied by him in conneetion with 
the santifigathons ot a, sae prepently being pre eeai tee: 
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Ooteber 28, 1242 


MR. TRAGY 


Bes BINS suse iam, VRS 


On October 26, 1042, Ar, Stanley of the Laboratery in 
company with Meecers, Coffey, Martin, Kinbell, detins, Douglas, and 
Pow#ll vinited the Laboratery of tha Offies of Cansorship, In the 
equree of the a bate lip, shone and De, Plerae and 
\, Saptein Fortune of ¢ p isboral eels oo 
) Re, Stanley that the - $e : in 
gested in the ab _— 

} ae the above subjeatie 8 
ee swan. rind bd 3, 


net tat a may he of tinecees te the 
spare fhage-sgeog ——e eon 


ts 
i i ia tree that Luning stated that bo had used two secret 
NE danke, one Gontedping lemon juice dn urine and the other ennteaining 
oY Lemon juice in sloohel, If may be pointed out that there ¢wa inke 
bre eguentially siaple dnke while the eine ink is of high qualdty and 
is a known German ——— ints, 
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Ph - Federal Bureau of Investigation nd ; 

‘United States Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 
November 18, 1942 . 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADIh: 


Reference is made to the memorandum to Mr. Tracy by Mr. 


| letters, the secret ink being comprised o 


of ink, neither of which involved any 


letters and a report was submitted to that effect. 


? tfully,- 
: si ea ey oe 


| | JOHN.EDGAR HOOVER » : pie =e | 7 


| Coffey dated October 28, 1942, concerning a copy of a letter on display 
’ fn Censorship containing secret ink, purporting to be one of the Luning 


It will be recalled that Luming had been using only two types 
in its composition. 


Mr. Stanley of the Laboratory advised me that, specimens Q-54 
and Q-55 in the Luning case relate to a letter from R. Castilla, A. 
Providencia, Havana, Cuba, to R._ Mutz in Lisbon, Portugal. The writing. 
'4n this letter, ag well as the secret writing, was identified by the 
- Laboratory as having been written by the same individual as the other Luning 


Further laboratory examination, however, relating to the reported 
Nit was conducted and it was determined that in view of the fab3 Per CIA 
w «tha @ reaction in developing the ink resulted in the ink 2 


g red b7E 
Za it was concluded that the secret writing was prepared with a ink. No 
eg laboratory report was submitted on this examination and the results of this 
a = eee were not available at the time Luning was interviewed in Cuba. 
3 ; 
ee bade It appears, however, that our specimens 9-54 and Q-55 referred 
oa to the same. communication observed by Mr. Stanley on exhibit in the Office 
Vp of Censorship. 
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ae ‘Mr. Tolson 
; Mr. B.A. Tamm_., 
: j Mr. Clegg 
Hederal Burean of Investigation es hae 
r. La 
United States Departuwent nf Iuatice Mr. Nichols 
* , Mr. Rosen 
Washington, B. . ees 
. Mr. Carson 
December 16, 1942 _ Mr. Coffey 
we Ess Mr. Hendon. 
Mr. Holloman 
Mr, McGuire 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRACY Yin Mr. Harbo 
: Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 


Nl 
. RE: [SIGNS AND INSIGNIA Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 


Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 


OFM: BHT fbn ane 


The Laboratory is collecting and maintaining a file of 
Signs and insignia since from time to time requests are made by the 
various field offices to identify certain symbols appearing on documents 
or other pieces of evidence. 


leaflet entitled TAN SYMBOLS" which was submitted by Examiner H. 8, 
Cox of the Labordtbry. This leaflet has been photographed and copies 
have béen placed in the Insignia Section of the file of writings ¥¢ 
pertaining to National Security for future reference. : 


In Lea TA with the above, there is attached hereto a 


Respectfully, 
Pad od 


oP ORDED 
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THE STORY OF THE TURQUOISE 


TURQUOISE, from the French, meaning Turkish stone, is 
_ generally supposed to have been so designated because 
the gem was introduced into Europe by way of Turkey. 


Turquoise occurs at comparatively few places on the 
globe, and strangely enough is confined almost exclusively 
to regions of barrenness and aridity. It is also a remark- 
able fact that, with a few unimportant exceptions, ne 
occurrence is now known near which traces of prehistoric 
mining have not been discovered. The southwestern por- 
tion of the United States is an important source. Mines 
in Arizona, Colorado, Les Cerriflos Mountains, N. M., and 
Nevada produce stones of fine quality. 


From the dawn of civilization down to the present, the 
Turquoise has always been held in high esteem. Marvel- 
ous virtues have been attributed to it: “The eye is 
strengthened by looking at a turquoise.” “One who sees 
6 turquoise early in the morning will pass a fortunate 
day." "The, turquoise helps its owner to victory over his 
enemies, protects him against injury, and makes him liked 
by all men." 


The Turquoise has long occupied a prominent place in” 


the mythology and folklore of the Indians of the South- 
west, not alone because of its wide use among them, bu 
also as a result of the peculiar psycholégical appeal its 
‘color seems to make to the untutored mind. It enters 
into the adornment fetiches, and finds application in 
many ceremonials, such as the famed Snake Dance of the 
Hopi. 


Navajos coming from the north into the barren region 
which they now inhabit, soon learned through contact with 
the Pueblo Indians the use of the turquoise, and now they 
are exceeded by none in their admiration for this precious 
stone. Ht is used in the Mountain Chant and the Night 
Chant, two-of:the most important Navajo ceremonies. The 
Navajos of the present day,.are clever silversmiths. Brace- 
lets, Rings, Conchas, Buckles and other ornaments are fash- 
toned from Coin Silver, and many are inlaid, or mounted 
with their favorite turquoise. The. Zuni followed their ex 
smple and both tribes are producing interesting specimens 
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INDIAN SYMBOLS 


HE designs shown here and many varia- 

tions of them are found in the decorations 
of ceremonial altars and the designs of Pottery, 
Baskets and Blankets, and are used extensively in 
Indian Design Silver. In many pieces of the lat- 
ter, Turquoise in clear blue or Matrix Stones are 
combined effectively with these Indian Designs. 
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Rain Clouds............0006 Good Prospects 
Lightning and Light- 

ning Arrow........-+0+ Swiftness 


Swastika with Circle.4 corners of the world 
—Lake in center 
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Morning Stars............ Guidance 
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Sky Band.........-cccc.e0 Leading to Happiness 
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Warding Off Evil 
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Mountain Range 


Big Mountain............. Abundance 


House of Water 
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JPS :GHH sEGK November 26, 1942 
- Ss Byvv be teat 4a 
pp? and iS aot OG racard, Waren | 
° ie diiginal is received in Files ¢ MR. TRACY 
Division it will be filed eitior 
with this dony crim ay be pas [REs Visit of Myr. Stanley to 
Shs. a New Ser Censorship Laboratory 
4 fife fbr ZH | 
On. doveinas: 23, ‘1942, Captain Fortyuge of the Postal Censore 
. Ship Laboratory called Mr. Douglas of the Sureau's Censorship liaison 
“ offiee and re weted him to have Mr, Stanley of the laboratory come to the 
| Censorship Laboratory at his earliest convenience in order to discuss the 
te rts of the duan Enriquez Secret Writing Case (Bureau File b7E 
a 
Mr. Stanley informed me of the visit to the Censorship Laboratory 
on bckd afternoon. of ‘the shove date, at which time ae ae ‘Fort 
Pear. Brion (phonetic) informed Mr, 
Pa San Juan consisted of the sane bype of pap the ‘pS Per CIA 
4 dion slips which he showed ur, Star ay 06) b7E —t 
» ie, the entire secret ink | por ee dn th 
a Portime also exhibited one phot eof the letters 
— : duan which was evidently developed z 
\ which. appeared“to be. quite legible, If the rem g@ pPuOtographs or these o 
‘ six Aetiers are equally gd and are sufficient: fo or a r geod document c 


on; the, as far ag the technical aspects of the secret writing on 
ethers in this o case are concerned, it would be of lass value to. 
‘fo the Laboratory for a further secret ink examination than if. 
the a be forwarded to theix destination, It may be oo pointed 
af out beicedasrs of these letters are over one month old n ra ber ; 
a ees RECORDED & INDEXED Fo - Clbe f fe, 
in Fortune then brought up the question as to-what- the Bureau . 
| these letters; i.e., would they want the. Censorship to send 
a San duan, and Mr. Stanley immediately: informed Captain 
thing to do with the ddeision of ‘dondamming or releasing 
the paliey of the Bureau in eegnes to Cenporshtp forwarding 
Be letters te the Bureau. 
’ 8 { r : 


b7D 


Mr. 
Mr. TSA, ain ST Wan 7 
Mr. i ma y ah 7 

Mr. Nease 7 am i 1943 A 


Miss Gandy__= = JAN 2, i 


pumas nese Llettéera on October 
Tie ‘fras New York to release them on 


Memorandum for Mr. Tracy 
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| October Vy 1942, American Censorship submission Slip SJ-X—12 cor 


pGbter neid in fan Juan, which is an answer to the two letters rel. 
|__| it is further pointed ont that the original six letters 
reap 2 San Juan and which are still in this Burean we 

at San Juan before the two mentioned abov 


& 


intercertecd 


e informe tion the Matson office in the 
event that they are not aware of this particular instance. 


In regerd to the six letters of this Case wich are at present in 
the Guveau, Ur. Stanley pointed out to Captain Fortune that the 


informed Ur. Stanley that the secret writing 
curauny, Rie de Janeiro, Brasil, to Sra. Dona _ 
se de las Hopas, No. 26,60dr., Silbao, Espana, dated 
ly: United States secret subnission slip 
‘damp sheet pressure writing method" and was 
« his will gervé to answer the 
#, dated October 30, 1942, for the 


; re Koop, insofar ag his request for technical data on 
the seeret ink used in this communication is concerned. 


Respectfully, 


E. P, Coffey 
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Mr. Frazier 7325D __._Mr. White 7o25F 
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Mr. Gasteiger 4255 _._..Mrs. Couch 7526 
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Mr. Jackson 7118 .. Typing Pool 5700 Corr. 
____Mr. Higdon —=_....Recorders . 5700 Corr. 


ir. Holland .....LABORATORY FILES 5700 Corr 
wt benographers 7322 

_...Miss Westenberg 7322 Bk. 6 
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Miss Rupp Tden Bk. 6 
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See Me 
Please Handle . P. OGPrrEy 
Route to #1 Examiner Room 7 26 


0-287 Mr. Tolson__ 


4JQHNEGGAR HOOVER , Mr. B.A. Tamm 
- DIRECTOR , rin 
. Mr. Clegg __ 
Federal Bureau of Investination i‘ Cee car 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols 
Mr. Rosen 7 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Tracy__ 
: r. 
November 25, 1942 a Sea 
dhs . Mr. Hendoa, 
Mr. Kramer, _ 
PS ot MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TRA Mr.McGuire 
‘ ; . Mr. Harbo 
fn 2 _ Re: Visit of Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 
0 : : Tele. Room 
ee . Mr. Nease__ 
P aie : ; : » Miss Beahm 
+R - a ‘Miss Gandy Ap7p . 
2 o Mr. Stanleyy, p< 
“As . Mr. Stanley found to be a very ikea pap ee 
fe fellow, ,a willing conversationali on Tis Technical oestion ana - <(, r 
OY Personwhoy although admittedly) ge I 
“ | BCS EO Dewe l-equipped to discuss’ y ). 
*‘\ all phases 4 "gee hey 
ae, | was deeply impressed with[ SSCS, 
| ver fe 
Per 
Z b7D ~ 
| , b7E 
2 . aie 
; anley recalled to the fact that the German agents ar race 
JS ted to dampen their paper With ammonia solution when using their 
a inks, and that this fact’would, therefore » tend to make most papers 
. neutral, if not slightly alkaline, due not only to the alkalizing effect 
of the ammonia, but to the fact that some o he alum sizing would un- 
doubtedly be washed from the paper bated that that wa = 


= ? ies INP YP pea ff ek: 
On_a recent trip by Mr. Hitt? of the Bureau hg ; 
visited; |. anal on thal oneasion wa 
2 informetd > 1943 a 
On ‘ 


oe ee ee ee ee! ie ot 
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was asked if he had any information concerning the 
"stearin" metho iti 


a: i t 
ie anley was not in 1 agreement 
18 point, but since such meager data is available, 
entirety is still vague. 


iscussing 1x ecret ink cases.| ip Pema em 
In discussing recent s Lp 2s BS po orn 


Stanley tha b7D 
b7E 


pF ree 


mT. anley informs me tha e Laboratory will conduct further extensive 
research along this line, which at one time was abandoned due to the fact 
that only one or two of the secret inks, namely pyramidon an 

used by the’Germans, were capable of beirg perfectly developed by this 
method. In connection with this, it may be pointed out that recent sub- 
missions by the American Censonship Laboratory of photo secret 
viting developed in the Juan Enriquez (Bureau File No. 

were of developed transfers of a secret message written WL 


ink, and were for the most part ee This is one of the difficulties - 


and handicaps of the transfer method. 


requested of Mr. Stanley i concerning| 
and. Mr. a o Mr. elt 0 
oravory, who showed Po [rhotogeab SO positions in which 


these microfilm messages had been Found and also photographs of the 
messages contained thereon. 
discussed at great length 


ee 


Inge ences microfilm me 


& e & 
mi possible wnat the reaotes of 
our experiments were. [____Pavised Mr. Dunlop that they had as yet 
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i as Date: Jenusry 8, 1943 


To: SAO, Seattle 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subject: enufsetwrers of Secret Ink. 


Reference is made to your letter of Deodaber 31, 1942, in which 
the identities and addresses of manufacturers of secret ink were requested. 


. 4 review of the Burwau's files on the above subject disclosed the 
. following, none of which ere located in Milwaukes, Wisconsin: 


The Netdonal Machine Company 
4026 Cherry Strest, Korthside 
Cinginnati, Ohio 


Manufacturers of invisible marking ink and machinery for laundries. 


The Coutinental Lithograph Corporation 

Taed Street end St. Cleir Avenue 

Clevelend, Okie , 
Hanufacturere of laundry invisible marking ink, luminous paints, 
and powders. 


H. CG. Evens end ¢ 

1528 West Adams Street 

Chicago, Illinois 
Marketers of grooked gambling devices, including invisible 
"lusinous" inke for marking playing cards. 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. iw. A. Tamm__ Hew York Toy and Game Company 

Mr. Clegg_ 239 4th Avenue, Sew York, Wew York 

Mr. Glavin Jobbers for toys and games, including "G-Han" sets which 

Mr. Ladd ude an “Snvisible ink.# 

oa a is pointed owt that the manufacture of secret or sympathetic 
Mr. Tea? Serrded on by a nuaber of firus for novelty sales companies and 

Mr. 7% “ac 2 ievadrias for marking clothing, but, the menufacture of secret f 


Sederal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 


Seattle, Washington 


December 31, 192 


Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. _ 


Attention: Technical Laboratory 
a rn ne nee ADOLATOLY 


ee Re: Chanuracrusmes OF SECRET INK 
Dear Sir: Sa = 


: For the information of this office, it is requested 
that you advise of the identities and addresses of manufac~ 
turers of secret ink. 


5 I am particularly interested in any manufacturers 
of this ink who might presently be located in Milwaukee , 
Wisconsin,. and a copy of this letter is being addressed to 
the Milwaukee Office with a Similar request, 


- B, FLETCHER 


TEN :GS 
ATR MAIL 


ce (2) Milwaukee 
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‘siee 
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ee hee eae H 
Sederal Burean of Investigation —’ 
United States Department of Justice 
735. Federal Building 
Wilwaukee, Wisconsin 

January 25, 1943 


Birector, FBI 


S/ ase 

. ATTENTION: Technical Laboratory oo ae . 
>) Res Manufacturers of Secret Ink 

NY 

Ny Dear Sirs ' : 
“ei ~ : 
= In reply to a letter received from the Seattle Field Division 
ioe dated December 31, 1942 in which that office requested both of the 

AN Technical Laboratory and of the Milwaukee Field Division information 


concerning manufacturers of Secret Ink in Milwaukee, this office advises 


that an.investigation was conducted and as &@ result reports that there 
are no known manufacturers of such ink in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 


Very truly yours, 


2A Of 


id 


“ 


2 ce to Seattle 


HVL: gvr 


¥ 
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Cplliow! FP pales 


Director 1/30/43 


use by the Armed Forces and that information has been received that 
such a match has been found in the possession of Japanese Forces in the 
Pasific area. 


- truly vA i 


SSP:CH DRAYTON oa Yo 
66-699 


2 
inc. ! 


Post Office Box 812 
Chicago, Illinois 


Attn. Teghnical Laboratory January 30, 1943 


Director, FBI 
Dear Sir: — Re: MATCH HEADING COMPOUND 


Reference is made to your letter of January 20th instant wherein you - 

requested that this office contact the Arrow Match Corporation, 3001-33 

West Grand Ave., Chicago, to obtain two (2) quarts of mateh heading 

sompound, preferably one (1) quart of red material and one (1) quart 

of green material. ‘ 

There 4 being transmitted under separate Cover one (1) quart of green 
ial and approximately one (1) quart of red.material which were 

obtained from the’ above company. This shipment. is being sent to you 

under Government Bill of Lading Now J-236528, the original and one copy 

of which are enelosed herewith. | , 


MR. CHARLES LEVEY of the Arrow Match Corporation who furnished this 
material to us free of charge advised Special Agent STAWEEY S, PrcoK of 

this office that if it was necessary, .vwe would be able to obtain additional 
material from his companys He alsbd stated that in. the éyent such infor— 
mation were desired, that he would, giadiy furnish the list of ingredients 
used in this material knowing that if te dia this, the interests of his 
company would be protected, He alse advised ‘that the only. difference 

in these two materials was in the color and it was ascertained that his 
‘company has different runs of various eclors on different days and that 
possibly other colors could be obtained if the Bureau so desires. 


This material when made up by the Company and used is in a Liquid form 
and becemes hard when allowed to stand at a temperature under one hundred 


degrees ; according to MR. LEVEY. ‘He advised’ that the application of heat 


For your information WR, LEVEY advised that various. match companies 
throughout the dotntry are nresenkly ‘wenducting exnerimants ah the vanmack 
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ae er re from j Be fa. DRAYTON, FEL, S. Dept. of Justice SO MOEN 
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United States Department of Justice 
Washington, B. C. 


January 11, 1943 K 


Federal Bureau of Inuestination 


STRICTLY 6O 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COFFEY 


Res Secret Writing 


~ oes 


you will be interested in a new method for 


This process was worked 


developed’ by Mr. Magee in the Technical Laboratory, 


The process involves the concealment of the secret ink 
atch. The steps in the preduction 


&-mateh are as: follons: 


The Head of an ordinary safet 
boilang: in sodium hydrosulfit 


A 1/16" hole is drilled 1/16" deep in the end of the dried 


sticks, 


This hole is filled with the writin 


i i 


y match is removed after . 
e solution, ‘ 
i 


bead remains on the tip ofthe stick. 


The mateli stick is then digped in paraffin a 
Approximately 1/2" of the stick is immersed. 


The stick is next dipped into the match heading’ 


and the finished match allowed to dry. 


In order for the stick te be used in secret writing, the head 
of the match is removed and the tip of the stick sharpened, 


& material until a small 
t 75 degrees C, 


compound 
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The attached photograph, prepared by Mr. Dunlop, illustrates the 


... Steps’ in the concealment of the secret. ink chemical. 


the Laboratory. - One match could be used for each communication and when the 
a ae has served its purpose, it. could be destroyed by burning. 
“ 7 : 


fro... 
Porgy eis, olay, If more matches are to be prepared, arrangements will have to be 


4D), 


made for securing additional match heading compound. It is suggested that 

' an agent from the Chicago Office contact the Arrow Match Corporation, 3001-33 
West Grand Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and obtain two quarts of heading compound. 
It is believed desirable -to have two different colors, so a quart of each 
should be obtained. It is further suggested that’ an agent of the New York 4] ig 
Office contact the Federal Match Division of Pan-American Match Corporation, 
8 West 40th Street, New York, New York and obtain one quart each of two. 
different colors of match heading compound, Federal Match as a manufacturing 
plant at Hudson, New York. 

f 


Respectfully, 


TB feeb 


eq. 
tT. D. Beach 


Addendum: Because of the confidential nature of this matter, sample matches 
are not being enclosed herewith, but 6 such matches are being 
furnished to you under separate cover. 


